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Mint of the Cited States at Abiladelpbia, 
MELTING AND REFINING DEPARTMENT, 
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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

October 19, 1885 


Sir, 


I find that we employ about 12 crucibles per month in each furnace, and since we have 8 
furnaces, we use 96 or nearly 100 crucibles per month. 


I would prefer a year’s supply on hand, because in our melting rooms, where the 
crucibles are kept, the warm air continually increases their strength and durability. We have a lot 
of Dipping cups on hand of very inferior grade, which we dare only use by cutting them down 
one half. They were made by Seidel on an Order from the late Superintendent and unknown to 
me. I would prefer to have an additional order of 500 as per sample to be kept for Gold and 
Silver. 


We need about 500 Rings, for silver bar melting, and 500 Black lead Covers for the No. 
70 Crucibles. 


Some of the above we shall need within a week or a little more, but it is far better for the 
Government to have them long on hand in our Drying air, as an important point of economy. 


Very Respectfully, 
Jas. C. Booth 
M&R 


Hon. D.M. Fox 
Superintendent. 


